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NGDI-UBC news

The NGDI website is being refreshed!  

On September 13th, we will be launching our new website.  It will feature NGDI members and their selected projects.  It will also have the common look and feel of UBC.   

Contact Jocelyn to get more information about including your work and profile. 

The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Site Visit

The NGDI hosted a day-long UBC site visit with Dr. Thomas Kanyok of the Gates Foundation on July 23, 2010.  Dr. Kanyok visited with various research groups across campus reflecting the diversity of the membership: Chemistry, Pharmaceutical Sciences, School of Population & Public Health, University-Industry Liaison Office, Centre for Microbial Diseases & Immunity Research and Life Sciences.  He also spent time with Provost and Vice President Academic and Associate Vice President Research & International as well as leadership of the UAEM.   
NGDI Working Group Snippets

The NGDI Working Group meets the last Tuesday of every month.  This month we welcomed a new member:  Kaley Wilson will be replacing Euan Ramsay to represent the CDRD in the group.  Welcome Kaley.  
Accessible Science Initiative – UBC Students in Columbia
A team of seven volunteer graduate students from UBC left on August 9, to travel to Tolima, Columbia for a four-week Accessible Science Initiative project.   Founder and President, Olga Pena, a PhD Candidate working for NGDI member Bob Hancock plans to reach up to 1,000 students from grades seven to 11 in the Tolima University catchment area.  Her group will train high school teachers simple science presentations about water borne parasites and proper washing of food supply using inventive educational presentations.  These presentations, which use equipment easily at hand for demonstrations, are in a manual that will be made available to high school teachers for sustainable education. To learn more, visit the website at Accessible Science Initiative.   The NGDI wishes them every success and will post a report of the project in the fall.
NGDI-UBC in National Medical Journal of India
 The NGDI-UBC gets mention in the News from here and there, section of The National Medical Journal of India titled,   Canada steps up the ante in neglected diseases.
VP Research & International Support for NGDI-UBC-Banaras Hindu University Initiative
The NGDI-UBC has been awarded an International Research Collaboration Workshop Grant in the amount of $10,000 by the Office of the Vice President Research & International.  This is  support of a collaboration between NGDI-UBC and Dr. Shyam Sundar of Banaras Hindu University, India.  Dr. Sundar is an expert on Leishmaniasis and will be speaking at the First Annual Symposium on Neglected Global Diseases on September 18-19, 2010 at UBC.

Upcoming conferences


First Annual Symposium on Neglected Global Diseases at UBC 

Chan Centre for the Performing Arts – September 18-19, 2010

Registration is free and space is limited!  Don’t miss this exciting inaugural symposium.

KEYNOTE:  Dr. Nigel Fisher, Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti, UN system Resident Coordinator and Humanitarian Coordinator
Dr. Denis Martin, Drugs for Neglected Diseases Initiative (DNDi), Switzerland
Dr. Richard Lester, University of British, Canada 
Dr. Rachel Kidell-Monroe, Universities Allied for Essential Medicines (UAEM), USA
Dr. Shyam Sundar, Banaras Hindu University, India
Dr. Carol Dahl, The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, USA
Dr. Peter Singer, Grand Challenges Canada, Canada
Dr. Allan Saul, Novartis Vaccines Institute for Global Health, Italy
Dr. Richard Kohl, Management Systems International, USA 
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Funding opportunities


Gates Foundation Grant Opportunities - New Grand Challenges Explorations Topics
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is now accepting grant proposals for Round 6 of Grand Challenges Explorations, an initiative to encourage innovative and unconventional global health solutions. Applicants can be at any experience level, in any discipline, and from any organization, including colleges and universities, government laboratories, research institutions, non-profit organizations and for profit companies.

Grant proposals are being accepted online until November 2, 2010 on the following topics:

New!   The Poliovirus Endgame: Create Ways to Accelerate, Sustain and

Monitor Eradication

New!   Create the Next Generation of Sanitation Technologies 

New!   Design New Approaches to Cure HIV Infection

       Create New Technologies to improve the Health of Mothers and Newborns

       Create Low-Cost Cell Phone-Based Applications for Priority Global Health Diseases

Initial grants will be US $100,000 each, and projects showing promise will have the opportunity to receive additional funding of up to US $1 million.

Full descriptions of the new topics and application instructions are available at: http://www.grandchallenges.org/Pages/default.aspx
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Journal articles submitted by member
Developing solutions  Nature, Richard Lester’s mHealth work.
Impact of the Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement on India as a

Supplier of Generic Antiretrovirals
 Babovic, Wasan.  Journal of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
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Journals, articles, and reports


The Lancet
Chagas disease: changes in knowledge and management, A review
Emergence of a new antibiotic resistance mechanism in India, Pakistan, and the UK: a molecular, biological, and epidemiological study
Association of highly active antiretroviral therapy coverage, population viral load, and yearly new HIV diagnoses in British Columbia, Canada: a population-based study, Montaner (Summary only)

PLoS 
The International Limits and Population at Risk of Plasmodium vivax Transmission in 2009 Malaria Map of 2009

Others
Rapid molecular detection of tuberculosis and Rifampin resistance BMJ

Helping poorer countries make locally informed health decisions BMJ

Intellectual Property and Developing Countries: A review of the literature RAND Corporation
Pharma embraces open source models Nature Biote Chnology
The President's Global Health Initiative JAMA
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Neglected global diseases in the news

Clinical trial begins of US-developed dengue vaccine Tropika
Kenya develops tool to predict malaria Reuters
Nano 'Tea Bag' Purifies Water. Allafrica
East Africa’s Operation Mamba III bolsters fight against counterfeit medicines with INTERPOL-IMPACT support, Interpol press release
Pool for Open Innovation, New website
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