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NGDI-UBC news

The First Annual Neglected Global Diseases Symposium - A Successful Event!
The Symposium took place on September 18-19, 2010 at the Chan Centre for the Performing Arts at UBC.  The conference was opened by Vice President Research and International, Dr. John Hepburn and closing remarks were performed by the Honourable Dr. Keith Martin, Member of Parliament, Esquimalt – Juan de Fuca.  

During the two day event over 130 attendees enjoyed talks from world experts in a broad spectrum of Neglected Disease work.  Each one hour talk included ten minutes for questions and answers with the experts.  The exchange was valued by participants and speakers praised the audience engagement.  Evaluations from participants were high for all the speakers and the event exceeded the expectations of many.  

A full report and videos will be available on the NGDI website soon.  
NGDI Day at the Centre for Drug Research & Development
The NGDI Working Group meets the last Tuesday of every month.  This month our meeting took place at the Centre for Drug Research and Development.  Working group members learned about the CDRD’s history, mandate and expertise.  After the meeting several members received a tour of the facility.  Later in the afternoon Dr. Robert Hancock spoke to the CDRD staff about the NGDI’s activities, mandate and history.  
NGDI Poster Presented at Consortium of Universities for Global Health 2010 

On Sept 21-22, 2010, student and Co-President of the Universities Allied for Essential Medicines (UAEM) UBC chapter, Jennifer Choi is presented a poster on the NGDI at the Second Annual Meeting of the Consortium of Universities for Global Health.  Jennifer is also a member of the NGDI Working Group.

The poster explains the purpose of the initiative and highlights some of the progress we have made in the past year.  To view the poster click here.

StaR Child Health (Standards for Research in Child Health)
The NGDI was represented at the Summit Satellite Meeting: Challenges in Conduct of Pediatric Clinical Trials in Low and Middle Income Settings by Jocelyn Conway on September 12, 2010. 

The satellite meeting was webcast and the previous two days agenda presentations are available on line here.
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Member News

Oral Amphotericin B Program Receives FDA Orphan Drug Status 
iCo Therapeutics Inc. (TSX-V: ICO) announced on Sept 29, 2010 that the Company’s oral Amphotericin B program, “iCo-009”, has been granted Orphan Drug status for the treatment of Visceral Leishmaniasis (VL) by the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA).
End the Neglect Blog – Eric Lagally
The Millennium Development Goals: Engineering Good

Dr. Eric Lagally has posted an invited blog on the Millennium Development Goals on End the Neglect, the official blog of the Global Network for Neglected Tropical Diseases. 
Institute of Medicine of the National Academies talk – Jerry Spiegel
Jerry Spiegel was invited to speak at the The Causes and Impacts of Neglected Tropical and Zoonotic Diseases – Implications for Global Health and Opportunities for Novel Intervention Strategies at the Institute of Medicine of the National Academies in Washington, DC on Sept 21-22, 2010. 

Dr. Spiegel spoke at the Forum on Microbial Threats on Addressing the social determinant of the NTDs in Devising an Integrated Control Strategy. 
UBC 'A Place of Mind' Brand Campaign Advertisement 

Kishor Wasan is being featured in Phase 2 of the UBC Place of Mind Campaign. This 30-second broadcast spot will be used in the national campaign from September 30 through November.

Please click here to see this new UBC advertisement.

iCo Therapeutics Appoints Infectious Disease Experts to Scientific Advisory Board 
iCo Therapeutics Inc. (TSX-V: ICO) announced on Sept 22, 2010 the appointments of Dr. Thomas Walsh, Dr. Coleman Rotstein, and Dr. Jack Sobel to the Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) committee overseeing the development of iCo-009, iCo’s oral Amphotericin B program for life-threatening fungal and parasitic diseases.   Drs. Rotstein, Sobel, and Walsh will join Dr. Don Buell, the Chairman of the iCo-009 SAB, formerly Senior Medical Director at Astellas Pharma Inc.   
Richard Lester to speak at 2010 mHealth Summit

Dr. Richard Lester in the Faculty of Medicine, Department of Infectious Diseases has been accepted to speak at the 2010 mHealth Summit in Washington, DC on November 9.  Richards work with cell phones and HIV clinical work in Kenya has also recently been highlighted in Nature 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v466/n7304_supp/pdf/nature09242.pdf" Outlooks magazine.

The 2010 mHealth Summit is the key opportunity for leaders in government, private sector/industry, academia and not-for-profit organizations to share information and experiences related to the intersection of mobile technology, health research, and policy. The Summit will emphasize cross-sector dialogue, including industry and government leaders and visionaries who will provide their perspectives on the future of mHealth.

The mHealth Summit will:

· Highlight cutting-edge biomedical, behavioral and public health research in mHealth;

· Showcase innovative, hands-on mHealth technology exhibits and demos;

· Offer unprecedented networking opportunities with various stakeholders;

· Explore the key opportunities and challenges in mHealth research and programs in developed and developing countries.
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Funding opportunities


Grand Challenges Canada 
Grand Challenge 1: EXPLORATIONS CANADIAN RISING STARS

· Request for Proposal: This program aims to tap into the creativity, knowledge and skills of young Canadian Scientists
· Announcement
· Proposal Instructions: to be posted shortly
Deadline is March 7, 2011 at 11:59 EST.
Completed Proposals to be submitted electronically to info@grandchallenges.ca
International Fellowship Training Program (link to more info on NGDI website)
Infectious diseases are a global phenomenon. To battle not just the new emerging infections from Ebola to SARS to pandemic influenza, but well established microbes such as HIV, TB, malaria or drug resistant Staphylococcus requires a new way of thinking, a new approach – one that crosses borders on purpose. The borders that need crossing are located between countries, continents, cultures, and between medical disciplines such as pediatric infectious diseases, immunology, microbiology, infection control and global health, as well as between clinical medicine and research. Our Global Pediatric Infectious Disease (GpID) fellowship-training program provides this border-crossing training to highly qualified fellows from around the world.

We are looking for passionate, committed and highly qualified junior and senior applicants from both Canada and across the world to join us in this exciting new program.  We also are looking for sponsors with a vision of how to effectively tackle global infectious diseases and the passion to make a difference.

For more information please contact: Tobias R. Kollmann, MD PhD, UBC. mailto:tkollm@mac.com
Canadian Institutes of Health Research
Partnerships for Health System Improvement: 2010-2011
 
Partnerships for Health System Improvement (PHSI) aims to strengthen Canada's healthcare system through collaborative, applied and policy-relevant research. PHSI is Canada's premier health services and policy research competition — and with its strong emphasis on partnerships and knowledge translation it is also a major resource for managers and policy makers who want relevant research to inform their decision-making. PHSI funds teams of decision makers and researchers to conduct applied health services and policy research. Because they participate throughout the research process the research results are more likely to be relevant to and used by decision makers. 
 
The maximum amount awarded by CIHR for a single grant is $400,000 for up to three years (partnership contributions are in addition to the CIHR amount). The equipment amount, where applicable, is awarded in year one. 
 
Application deadline: November 1, 2010
Funding start date: April 1, 2011
 
For questions about this initiative and research objectives contact Andrea Smith, Manager, PHSI and Evidence on Tap, at 613-941-0805 or by email at andrea.smith@cihr-irsc.gc.ca
 
 
Network Catalyst Grant
 
The KT Branch intends to launch a Network Catalyst funding opportunity in August 2010. The objective of this funding opportunity will be to support the creation and/or further development of formal networks by encouraging national and/or international collaboration, resource sharing, capacity building and dissemination in priority research areas.
 
The Institute of Infection and Immunity (III) will provide funding for application(s) determined to be relevant to any area of the Infection and Immunity mandate. Examples of relevant research areas might include, but are not restricted to:
· Vaccines 

· Transplantation 

· Systems biology 

· Inflammation 

· Human immune responses – innate and adaptive 

· Emerging threats mediated by infectious agents, such as pandemic influenza 

For more information about III's mandate, please see the III  website.
The maximum amount awarded for a single grant will be $200,000 per annum for up to three years.
 
Application deadline: November 15, 2010
Funding start date: June 1, 2011
 
For more information, please contact Alison Lott, Senior Knowledge Translation Specialist at (613) 948-2682 or by e-mail at alison.lott@cihr-irsc.gc.ca.
 Institute Community Support Grants and Awards (2010-2011)
CIHR is Canada's major federal funding agency for health research. Its objective is to excel, according to internationally accepted standards of scientific excellence, in the creation of new knowledge and its translation into improved health for Canadians, more effective health services and products and a strengthened Canadian health care system.

CIHR integrates research through a unique interdisciplinary structure made up of 13 virtual Institutes. The Institutes are networks of researchers and stakeholders brought together to focus on important health problems, with each Institute dedicated to a specific area of focus, linking and supporting researchers pursuing common goals.

One of the mechanisms for the Institutes to achieve their mandates is the Institute Community Support (ICS) Program. The ICS Program is designed to foster community development by providing grants and awards to individuals and organizations for the purposes of:

· Aiding research and knowledge translation activities where the circumstances fall outside CIHR's programs. 

· Supporting organizations and activities whose goals are consistent with the Institute's and CIHR's vision, mandate and strategic directions. 

The ICS Program is not intended to support the direct cost of research (e.g., pilot projects, feasibility studies or operating grants), principal and co-investigator salaries or research equipment.

Application deadline: December 31, 2010

For more information, please contact Mélanie Brulé, Program Coordinator, Pan-Institute Affairs and initiatives at (613) 957-6139 or by e-mail at melanie.brule@cihr-irsc.gc.ca
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Journal articles submitted by member
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Journals, articles, and reports


UN Summit on the Millennium Development Goals 
Outcome document (17 September 2010) 

Report of the MDG Gap Task Force (16 September 2010) 

PLoS 
Chagas Cardiomiopathy: The Potential of Diastolic Dysfunction and Brain Natriuretic Peptide in the Early Identification of Cardiac Damage
Cost-Effectiveness Analysis of Combination Therapies for Visceral Leishmaniasis in the Indian Subcontinent
Portable, Battery-Operated, Low-Cost, Bright Field and Fluorescence Microscope 

Others
Leprosy Research Review:  A review of leprosy related research 2002 – 2009 has just been finalised and will be published in September 2010 issue of Leprosy Review
The 2010 scientific strategic plan of the Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise  The Council of the Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise, Nature Medicine
Seven Challenges in International Development Assistance for Health and Ways Forward  Devi Shridhar, Journal of Law, Medicine and Ethics
Nutritional status of children in India: household socio-economic condition as the contextual determinant, International Journal for Equity in Health
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Neglected global diseases in the news

BVGH testifies before the FDA on how to make the Priority Review Vouchers program a success.  

For more information on PVR’s click here.
Toronto scientist shaking up field of infectious disease  healthzone.ca
These so-called neglected tropical diseases affect poor and rural populations disproportionally, often those that lack safe water and proper sanitation. ...
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