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Effects of a mobile phone short message service on antiretroviral treatment adherence in Kenya (WelTel Kenya1): a randomised trial, The Lancet, (Richard Lester)
Mobile phones to improve HIV treatment adherence, The Lancet, Opinion piece on above article

Text messages helped Kenyans with HIV, CBC, Richard Lester.  Also picked up by Science Daily, Kaiser Global Health Reports, Scientific American, Bloomberg Business Week and many others.

Dr. Tobias Kollmann heads structured collaboration with Advaxis, Inc.
Advaxis enters into Collaboration with the University of British Columbia.  The Kollmann lab agreement with Advaxis worth $465,000 over five years.  
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Dr. Kish Wasan talks about the NGDI at UBC and beyond…
Dr. Kish Wasan was invited to speak to UBC Arts and Science One students on November 5 at St. John’s College.  The event was well attended and garnered a lot of interest from these ambitious first year students at UBC.

Dr. Wasan also represented the NGDI at the UAEM University Neglected Disease and  Innovation Symposium on November 20 at American University in Washington, DC. 

Universities are also engaging increasingly with product development partnerships product development partnerships (PDPs) such as DNDi to aid them in finding cures for diseases of the poor.  Combined with the trend toward open access publishing standards for academic papers at many schools, universities are well placed to accelerate the ability of researchers to find life-saving discoveries. 

In order to address and further explore these possibilities, UAEM is holding a symposium on the role of universities as non-profit institutions in the medicine innovation system, particularly related to their role in finding cures for neglected diseases as well as open-source research methods.  

NGDI Website Update
We have pulled together a listing of over $2.2 million worth of funded projects from NGDI associates.  This information is located on the “Funded Projects” tab located on the right hand side of the front page.    Stay tuned as the list continues to grow!  
If you have visited the website recently you may have noticed that the url has changed.  The new site address is :  www.ngdi.ubc.ca  - it can also be reached by leaving out the www.    
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Call for Proposals: Muskoka Initiative Partnership Program 

The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) Partnerships with Canadians Branch (PWCB) is launching a $75 million call for projects over $500,000 to take a comprehensive and integrated approach to address maternal, newborn, and child health (MNCH), under its Partners for Development Program.

The deadline for submissions is 23:00 PST (Pacific Standard Time), January 28, 2011.

The objective of this call is to support Canada's Muskoka Initiative to achieve concrete development results that will reduce maternal, newborn, and child mortality.  At the Muskoka 2010 G8 Summit, Canada championed a major initiative to improve maternal, newborn, and under-five child health in developing countries through which $1.1 billion is dedicated in new funding for MNCH.

Projects must align with the elements and principles of Canada's contribution to the Muskoka Initiative, which will focus its efforts along three key paths: 

· Strengthening health systems to improve health service delivery at the district level by training more health workers and expanding access for mothers and children to needed health care facilities and interventions

· Improving nutrition by increasing access to healthful and nutritious food and needed nutritional supplements that help reduce mortality

· Addressing the leading diseases and illnesses that are killing mothers and their children

Projects must be implemented in eligible countries with high rates of maternal and child mortality .

This call will fund projects from Canadian organizations in partnership with organizations in developing countries. Projects must be completed by December 31, 2014. CIDA will contribute $500,000 and more to projects on a cost-shared basis of up to 3:1. For example, partners would contribute at least $500,000 to a $2 million project. Overhead will be included in CIDA's contribution.

With this call, CIDA will: 

· Concentrate half of PWCB funding in the countries of focus identified in the table

· Concentrate 80 percent of funding for MNCH in Africa


For more information, please send your email to correspondence.pwcb@acdi-cida.gc.ca or download the Partners for Development Program Application Guidelines (PDF - 439 KB, 34 pages).
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Cambridge Healthtech Institute's Second Annual 
Encouraging Development of Therapeutics for Neglected Diseases
Open Innovation, Consortia and Crowd-Sourcing
April 4-5, 2011   |   Philadelphia, PA  |   healthtech.com/ngl
VIEW PRELIMINARY AGENDA          REGISTER EARLY (by Dec 17) AND SAVE UP TO $450!
VIEW FULL ABSTRACTS
Coverage Includes:
· Case Studies of Successful Collaborations
· The Pool for Open Innovation against Neglected Tropical Diseases
· Product Development Partnerships
· Incentives for Development of Therapeutics for Neglected Tropical Diseases
· Intellectual Property Challenges Based on Dual Market Strategy
· Networks for More Efficient Sharing of Research Results and Resources
· Infrastructure for Clinical Evaluation and Healthcare Delivery in Developing Countries
· Current Progress and Novel Developments in Ongoing Research Projects
In recent years there has been a strong increase in funding and investment in the development of new therapeutics for neglected diseases, many of which are tropical infectious diseases. The reasons why companies and researchers focus on the developing treatments for these diseases are diverse, and there is a real need for better coordination and sharing of best practices in order to make investments as effective as possible.

PRESENT A POSTER AND SAVE $50!

Cambridge Healthtech Institute encourages attendees to gain further exposure by presenting their work in the poster sessions. To secure a poster board and inclusion in the conference materials, your abstract must be submitted, approved and your registration paid in full by March 10, 2011.  
Register online, or by phone, fax or mail.  Please indicate that you would like to present a poster.  Once your registration has been fully processed, we will send an email with a unique link and instructions for submitting your abstract using our online abstract submission tool.  Please see below for more information.

 [Top] 
5.   
[image: image6]
Call for Papers on:  
Health and the Environment  for Health Affairs
Papers due: Wednesday, December 15, 2010 
Health Affairs will publish a theme issue on Health and the Environment in May 2011. 


We invite submissions of papers that inform policymakers about environmental dimensions of health and their impact on individual and population health, health disparities, and health care costs. 

We particularly seek submissions that illuminate problems AND recommend thoughtful and effective policy responses for federal, state and local policymakers. 

Papers should be submitted to Health Affairs by December 15, 2010 at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ha 

Papers will be considered for inclusion in the theme issue as well as in subsequent issues of the journal. 

The theme issue of Health Affairs will explore the current state of knowledge about how factors in the natural and built environments – including polluted air or water, chemicals, and climate change -- affect human health. 

We seek to begin to bridge the gap in understanding between those who have long focused on these environmental contributors to health, and those who have traditionally focused on such areas as health services delivery and financing. The ways in which environmental stressors adversely impact the most vulnerable members of society will also be an important focus of the thematic issue. 

Considering the short timeline, we do not expect all authors to initiate new research, but encourage synthesizing existing work to frame the issues and inform policy discussions and deliberations for an audience that heretofore may not have devoted much thought to environmental health. 

Selected papers will be subjected to peer-review by external reviewers in a double blind process which masks the identity of both authors and reviewers. Authors of papers that are determined to be appropriate will be asked to revise their papers in January and February. 

Copyediting and production for the issue will take place following that, with publication scheduled for early May 2011. 

Submissions requirements 
Manuscripts should be submitted via Health Affairs manuscript management system at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ha . 

Submissions should not exceed about 3500 words, plus a 100-word abstract, and may include up to 3 exhibits. 
Papers should be original submissions not previously published or being considered by other journals. 
Details on format and endnotes are available on the Health Affairs website under “Help for Authors” 
http://www.healthaffairs.org/1410_for_authors.php 
Please contact Mary Rubino, Senior Editor, mrubino@projecthope.org, or 
Don Metz, Executive Editor, dmetz@projecthope.org for more information. 

Topics 
We invite submissions of original quantitative and qualitative research that explore the scientific, societal, and economic aspects of environmental health policy, addressing the following questions and topic areas: 

Why should health policymakers care about environmental health? 

What are the key drivers/players in environmental health? 

How does environmental health impact long term health care costs? 

What is the current knowledge base about environment health and policy? 

Where are the policy opportunities and obstacles to reduce negative environmental impacts on health? 

Air Quality and Health: Asthma, Heart Disease, Cancers 

Climate change: Impacts on human health 

Chronic Disease: Environmental Contributors and Long Term Costs 

Chemical Exposure and Health: Occupational, Fetal, and Lifetime Exposure 

Costs and Benefits of Environmental Health Regulation 

Food Safety: Reporting and Tracking 

Genetic Impacts on Vulnerability 

Green Chemistry: Life cycle impacts and costs 

Health Disparities and Environmental Justice 

International Approaches: What Can We Learn? 

Legal Levers: Regulation and the Role of the Courts 

Lessons Learned from Lead and Smoking 

Ocean Health and Human Health 

The Precautionary Principle: Help or Hindrance 

Regulatory Intent and Impacts: ToSCA 

Water Quality: Risks to Municipal, Ground and Well Water
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General

UN Development Report 2010 – 20th Anniversary, UNDP (The linked page also contains tools to search and develop indexes of interest from the report information database. )
UN World Health Report - Health systems financing: the path to universal coverage, WHO, executive summary and full report available at link

Which Path to Universal Health Coverage? Perspectives on the World Health Report 2010, PLoS Medicine, Commentary on the UN World Health Report

The Imperfect World of Global Health Estimates, PLoS Medicine

Medical bills put millions in poverty: WHO report, CBC News
AIDS scientist in B.C. wins prestigious award, CBC News (Julio Montaner)

A Deadly Misdiagnosis: Is it possible to save the millions of people who die from TB? The New Yorker
IV drug policy fails HIV patients: Red Cross, CBC News
GlaxoSmithKline and Fiocruz extend innovative collaboration to research and develop new medicines for neglected tropical diseases, GSK Press Release
ASIA: Why snakebites matter, IRIN Global Humanitarian News

Launch of online database of research accountability tools
, CIDA
Pharma Companies Are Undertaking More Than 100 R&D Projects for Diseases of the Developing World, International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers and Associations Status Report
Pooling Knowledge for Neglected Diseases: Open Innovation Provides Access to IP to Save Lives in the Developing World, Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology News
Dengue

Mutant mosquitoes released in dengue fight, CBC News
Sanofi Pasteur’s Dengue Vaccine in Final Stage of Clinical Development - First Phase 3 study underway in Australia -
Malaria 
Artesunate versus quinine in the treatment of severe falciparum malaria in African children (AQUAMAT): an open-label, randomised trial, The Lancet
WHO calls on malaria-endemic countries to strengthen monitoring of antimalarial drug efficacy, WHO News Release (See report below)
Global report on antimalarial efficacy and drug resistance: 2000-2010, WHO
Leishmaniasis
Confronting neglected protozoan diseases: understanding the challenges, developing the solutions, Tropika.net  (Report on the international colloquium on neglected protozoan disease at the Institute Pasteur, 24th September 2010.)
Tuberculosis

TB Alliance Launches First Clinical Trial of a Novel TB Drug Regimen, TB Alliance
Maternal, Infant and Child Health
Causes of neonatal and child mortality in India: a nationally representative mortality survey, The Lancet, The Million Death Study Collaborators (Univ of Toronto)
Water & Sanitation

Hygiene, Sanitation, and Water: Forgotten Foundations of Health, PLoS Medicine (This is the introductory article in a four-part PLoS Medicine series on water and sanitation.)
Water Supply and Health, PLoS Medicine (Part 2)
Sanitation and Health, PLoS Medicine (Part 3)
Hygiene, Sanitation, and Water:  What needs to be done?, PLoS Medicine (Part 4)
As the first article in a four-part PLoS Medicine series on water and sanitation, Jamie Bartram and Sandy Cairncross argue that the massive burden of ill health associated with poor hygiene, sanitation, and water supply demands more attention from health professionals and policymakers.
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