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NGDI Associate, Dr. Peter von Dadelszen receives $7M Gates funding for PRE-EMPT
The University of British Columbia has received a $7 million grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. UBC researchers working at the Child & Family Research Institute will test new strategies for the monitoring, prevention, and treatment of pre-eclampsia.
A Novel Tropically Stable Oral Amphotericin B Formulation (iCo-010) Exhibits Efficacy against Visceral Leishmaniasis in a Murine Model, PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases (Kish Wasan)
2. 
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Distinguished Lectureship Seminar Series – Dr. Michael Hayden

Join us as Dr. Michael Hayden, Director of the Centre for Molecular Medicine and Therapeutics inaugurates the quarterly NGDI-UBC Distinguished Lectureship Seminar Series.  Dr. Hayden will be speaking on “Personal Reflections of Ripples of Hope and Global Health”.
Location:  Michael Smith Laboratories Auditorium Room 102, 2185 East Mall, Vancouver Campus

Date: January 14th, 2011

Time: 12:00 – 1:00 pm  (with reception immediately following)

Parasitic Research Cluster Meeting

On December 9th, 2010 the Parasitic Research Cluster met to discuss potential collaborations.  Fourteen members were present and all major parasitic research labs were represented.  The main topics were malaria and leishmaniasis and the room represented a good cross section of Discovery (chemistry synthesis and Reiner lab), Development (Wasan & Hancock labs) and Delivery (education, economics, etc.) researchers.  This group will meet again in late January.

NGDI provides expert witness evidence to CAHS

The Canadian Academy of Health Sciences Expert Panel on Canada’s Strategic Role in Global Health heard evidence from NGDI champion, Dr. Kish Wasan. He was invited and presented on December 8, 2010 for 8-minutes along with other expert witnesses across Canada. Dr. Wasan presented an amalgamated viewpoint from several of the NGDI's working group members.

To view a copy of the presentation, click here. 
NGDI in the News

A forgotten scourge, University Affairs (NGDI-UBC mentioned and Kish Wasan interviewed)
The world’s neglected tropical diseases debilitate or kill more than one billion people worldwide. But there is hope as a small number of researchers in Canada and elsewhere join the battle to reduce the heavy burden of illness.
NGDI-UBC 2010 Year in Review
"2010 has been a break-out year for the Neglected Global Diseases Initiative at UBC.  Starting with our Workshop at the Peter Wall Institute in January, to our first Annual Neglected Global Diseases Initiative Symposium at the Chan Centre in September, the NGDI has made its presence felt on the UBC campus."  

The Year in Review is available here.  Please distribute freely.
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3.
Canada-Brazil Awards – Joint Research Projects – Deadline March 31, 2011

The Canada-Brazil Awards – Joint Research Projects supports exchanges of teams of PhD students in the context of team-based bilateral research projects. Min 3 (max 5) PhD students from each country, per application. Funding for short-term faculty visits available if requested. 

A joint peer-reviewed article or book publication is required upon completion of the project.

Value:  Students receive $8400 CAD for a period of 6 months abroad to defray living costs, visits, admin fees etc. In addition, flights & insurance are provided by CBIE.

Faculty project leads will receive $3K for a 10 day faculty visit.

Projects will last for two years (September 2011 – September 2013). The terms and conditions of the second year of funding will remain the same as in the first year with the understanding that the composition of the Project Members may change.

 The objective of this scholarship program is to support team-oriented research projects between Canadian and Brazilian institutions of higher education in key areas of mutual cooperation, such as democratic governance, prosperity and security, as well as science and technology, thus encouraging research collaboration as well as graduate student mobility.

There must be an MOU or agreement between the collaborating Canadian & Brazilian partners  - as such, please contact our office below to discuss any applications prior to submission.

Deadline:  March 31, 2011  

Online application: https://web.cbie.ca/jrp/application.html
This the first scholarship program created in the context of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed in September 2010 between Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada (DFAIT) and the Federal Agency for Support and Evaluation of Graduate Education (CAPES) in Brazil.  Administered by the Canadian Bureau for International Education: scholarships-bourses@cbie.ca
Jacqueline Smit, Senior Officer, International Research Initiatives, Office of the Vice President Research & International, UBC, T. 604-822-8136, jacqueline.smit@ubc.ca
Mobility Award to Host International Graduate Student at UBC

 Deadline:  February 1, 2011

Please note the upcoming deadline for funding to assist in hosting international graduate students at UBC this summer.  

The grant has provided mobility awards to 60 graduate students (outbound & incoming) since April 2009. Full details available at our website.

 UBC Graduate Student International Research Mobility Award   Deadline:  February 1, 2011* 
Grants are available for UBC faculty to host an overseas graduate research student at UBC (or for UBC graduate students to participate in a research abroad program). Supports the development of highly meritorious international research partnerships and exchanges with research-intensive institutions outside North America. Value: $1500 *for travel May 1st or later
 Please contact me with any questions.

Jacqueline Smit, Senior Officer, International Research Initiatives, Office of the Vice President Research & International, UBC, T. 604-822-8136, jacqueline.smit@ubc.ca
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The Centre for Tuberculosis Research – One day local TB symposium, January 20th 

Following the official Vancouver Keystone Meeting this symposium will provide an opportunity to expose the local research community to ongoing developments in TB research and, to provide a forum for some of the local trainees to present their data.  

A number of guest speakers will present seminars along with several speakers from our local TB labs:  Dr. Ricardo Manganelli – TB sigma factors, Wilbert Bitter – mycobacterial capsule and protein secretory systems, Sarah Parker – clinician and interest in TB lipases, Simon Waddell – mycobacterial transcriptomics during host interactions and possibly Del Besra – mycobacterial cell wall >biochemistry. 

Date: January 20, 2010

Location: Chan Auditorium located in the Child & Family Research Institute 

Time: 9:00AM - 5:00PM

In order to plan for catering, we need an estimate of the number who will be attending the local meeting.  If you are thinking of attending, please confirm your attendance. Confirmations should be sent ASAP to Rick Stokes at rstokes@interchange.ubc.ca.
World TB Day 2011, March 24th 
TB awareness day at the University of British Columbia

 Following the success of the last year’s first World TB Day at the University of British Columbia (WTBD-UBC), we are excited to announce the second edition of this event. 
WTBD-UBC 2011 will raise awareness about tuberculosis in the university community and among the general public. TB remains an epidemic in much of the world, causing the deaths of almost 2 million people each year.  In Canada, the incidence of TB is particularly high among First Nations people and is on the rise again in the North.  In Vancouver, TB is a growing concern in the Downtown East side (DTES). 
A poster session and short seminars will be part of the day’s event in the Life Science Centre at UBC.  

Keynote speaker:  Pam Chedore, Head of Mycobacteriology at the Central Public Health Laboratory, Ontario and international consultant for laboratory capacity development is scheduled.  
An outreach community event will be also held in the Downtown Eastside (United Church). 
In order to plan for catering, we need an estimate of the number of people who will be attending. 
Confirmations should be sent ASAP to Santiago Ramón-García at ramon@interchange.ubc.ca.
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World TB Day 2011, March 24th – $250.00 prize for best poster by a trainee. 
TB awareness day at the University of British Columbia – Deadline: March 12th, 2011 
 Following the success of last year’s first World TB Day at the University of British Columbia (WTBD-UBC), we are excited to announce the second edition of this event.  Your participation is critical to the continued success of this event!

A poster session, short seminars, and a talk by a keynote speaker will be part of the day’s event in the West Atrium in the Life Science Centre at UBC. We are seeking abstracts showcasing the local efforts in the fight against TB: from basic scientific to clinical research and social health approaches. 
Please send your abstracts to the following address: 
E-mail: ramon@interchange.ubc.ca
Submissions should include a title, authors, affiliation and an abstract not to exceed 250 words. Posters that have recently been used at another meeting are welcome. For more information on the event, see the preliminary program. 
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General

Revolutionary new meningitis vaccine set to wipe out deadly epidemics in Africa, WHO

Stagnant Health Technologies in Africa, Science (Co-Author, Peter Singer)

Health innovation in sub-Saharan Africa, BMC International Health and Human Rights Supplement - 13 journal articles (all co-authored by Peter Singer of McLaughlin-Rotman as below). 

The McLaughlin-Rotman Centre for Global Health in Toronto published a series of papers that together provide a unique perspective on the experience of countries and companies in Sub-Saharan Africa addressing health problems through local innovation. To the best of our knowledge this is the first extensive collection of empirical work on African science-based health innovation. The papers are published in Bio Med Central’s Journal International Health and Human Rights and one paper, Stagnant Health Technologies in Africa, is published in Science.  For on-line access to the publications, please visit www.mrcglobal.org/projects/african_innovation.  

ABC News Launches a Dedicated Website:  SaveOne.net 
On Friday, December 17, ABC News began a year-long odyssey – covering a story that spans the world; challenging Americans to save untold lives.  “Be the Change: Save a Life” sets out on a journey across three continents and into nine countries, focused on the health conditions endured by the poorest of the poor – and some of the innovations that may be able to save them.

What's Next for Disease Eradication?, Science 

Thirty years on, smallpox remains the only human disease to have been eradicated. Its demise inspired dreams that many pathogens might be wiped off the planet, and two eradication campaigns were launched in its wake. But neither has finished, and many are now questioning whether such global operations—which require extraordinary amounts of devotion and money—make sense.  That's why, just 2 days after the commemorations ended in Rio, 30 scientists and public health experts from around the world gathered for a weeklong meeting in the German city of Frankfurt am Main to try to chart a new path for disease eradication in the 21st century.
Guinea Worm

Jimmy Carter vs. guinea worm: Sudan is last battle, Yahoo news

This fight against the guinea worm is a battle former U.S. President Jimmy Carter has waged for more than two decades in some of the poorest countries on earth. It is a battle he's almost won.
Buruli Ulcer

Ecology and Transmission of Buruli Ulcer Disease: A Systematic Review, PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases

Buruli ulcer (BU) is a serious necrotizing cutaneous infection caused by Mycobacterium ulcerans. It is a neglected emerging disease that has recently been reported in some countries as the second most frequent mycobacterial disease in humans after tuberculosis (TB). Cases have been reported from at least 32 countries in Africa (mainly west), Australia, Southeast Asia, China, Central and South America, and the Western Pacific. BU is a disease found in rural areas located near wetlands (ponds, swamps, marshes, impoundments, backwaters) and slow-moving rivers, especially in areas prone to human-made disturbance and flooding. Despite considerable research on this disease in recent years, the mode of transmission remains unclear, although several hypotheses have been proposed. In this article we review the current state of knowledge on the ecology and transmission of M. ulcerans in Africa and Australia, discuss traditional and non-traditional methods for investigating transmission, and suggest an intellectual framework for establishing criteria for transmission.
Tuberculosis

New WHO guidelines: TB prevention for people with HIV, WHO

WHO endorses new rapid tuberculosis test, WHO
Leishmaniasis

Leishmania in the Northern Territory, Australian Government

In 2003, locally acquired Leishmania infections were identified in red kangaroos in the “Top End” of the Northern Territory. Prior to this, Australia and Antarctica were thought to be the only continents free of endemic Leishmania and suitable phlebotomine sand fly vectors.  With the support of WEDPP funding, we demonstrated that the species of Leishmania infecting the kangaroos was a novel species, not found elsewhere in the world. This surprising result led to further work aimed at investigating the Australian Leishmania species and its transmission.  Preliminary investigations provided strong evidence that Australian Leishmania is being transmitted by day feeding midges of the Lasiohelea spp., with a prevalence of up to 15 per cent from a new undescribed species.  This was the first evidence anywhere in the world of a vector other than phlebotomine sand flies transmitting Leishmania.
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