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Over 12 million people, most living in extreme poverty, suffer from the 
parasitic disease Leishmaniasis, also known as Kala-azar. Left untreated, 
almost all infected individuals will die of the infection.

The only available treatments are expensive, highly toxic, and require daily 
injections for a month or more by skilled medical personnel.

Dr. Wasan’s laboratory has developed a promising drug against 
leishmaniasis and systemic fungal infections (such as those in AIDS 
patients) that is safe and easy to use. The powerful and innovative 
academic licensing agreement that UBC forged with the pharmaceutical 
company iCo ensures that, the drug, once approved, will be accessible to 
poor patients in developing countries.
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