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Panel Members 
 

Bonnie Henry, MD, MPH 
Dr. Bonnie Henry was appointed as Deputy Provincial Health Officer for the Province of BC effecƟve 
August 5, 2014. She was previously the interim Provincial ExecuƟve Medical Director of the BC Centre 
for Disease Control and the the Medical Director of Communicable Disease PrevenƟon and Control and 
Public Health Emergency Management with the BC Centre for Disease Control and Medical Director for 
the provincial Emerging and Vector‐borne Diseases program. In 2003 she was the operaƟonal lead in 
the response to the SARS outbreak in Toronto. She was a member of the execuƟve team of the Ontario 
SARS ScienƟfic Advisory CommiƩee.  Dr. Henry worked with the WHO/UNICEF Polio eradicaƟon pro‐
gram in Pakistan in 2000 and with the World Health OrganizaƟon to control the Ebola outbreak in 
Uganda in 2001. 
 
Christopher Lowe, MSc MD FRCPC 
Dr. Lowe aƩended medical school at the University of BriƟsh Columbia, and subsequently completed 
his residency in Medical Microbiology at the University of Toronto.  His research interests are focused 
on idenƟfying opƟmal methods for infecƟon control of mulƟ‐drug resistant gram‐negaƟve organisms 
and hospital‐acquired infecƟons. He is a staff Medical Microbiologist and InfecƟon PrevenƟon and 
Control Physician at Providence Health Care.  He is also currently a member of the Expert Clinical 
Group (Laboratory and InfecƟon Control sub‐commiƩees) of the BC Provincial Ebola Task Force. 
 
Steve Kanters, PhD(c), MSc  
Mr. Kanters has conducted global health research in infecƟous and non‐communicable diseases in sub‐
Saharan African seƫngs since 2008. He is formally trained in epidemiology and staƟsƟcs. He is current‐
ly involved with clinical trials in Uganda, Rwanda, and South Africa. He is a Research Associate at the 
Centre for Clinical Epidemiology and EvaluaƟon at the University of BriƟsh Columbia, and a Research 
Manager and StaƟsƟcian at Global EvaluaƟve Sciences. He has over 30 peer‐reviewed publicaƟons in 
high impact journals.  
 
Jan Hajek, MD, FRCPC  
Jan Hajek is an infecƟous diseases doctor currently based at Vancouver General Hospital.  He has a 
special interest in TB and tropical diseases.  He has previously worked with Doctors with Borders (MSF) 
in Uzbekistan an South Sudan.  This past September he worked with MSF in Gueckedou, Guinea, as‐
sisƟng with the clinical care at an Ebola Treatment Centre.  He is returning to West Africa in November 
to work with WHO as a clinical trainer.   

Stephanie N. Parent, BSc MPH(c)  
Stephanie N. Parent, B.Sc, is a Master’s of Public Health student at the University of Victoria and a 
research assistant working in the Global Health Research Program (GHRP) in the School of PopulaƟon 
and Public Health at UBC. The GHRP is a WHO CollaboraƟng Centre in OccupaƟonal and Environmental 
Health and, as such, was invited to consult with the WHO on the ebola emergency response. 
 
Srinivas Murthy, MD CM FAAP FRCPC  
Srinivas Murthy is assistant professor in the division of criƟcal care at BC Children's Hospital. He gradu‐
ated from McGill University Medical School in 2006, did his residency in at Boston Children's Hospital, 
and fellowship training at the Hospital for Sick Children. He joined the faculty at the University of 
BriƟsh Columbia in 2013. He is board‐cerƟfied in infecƟous diseases and criƟcal care. His research 
interests are in the management of severe infecƟons in children. 

Keynote Speaker Biographies 
 

Xiangguo Qiu, MD MSc  

Dr. Xiangguo Qiu received her M.D. degree in 1985 at Hebei Medical University and 
M.Sc. in immunology in 1990 at Tianjin Medical University. She went to MD Ander‐
son Cancer Center (USA) as a visiƟng ScienƟst in 1996 and moved to Cancer Care 
Manitoba (Canada) in 1997 as a research associate. In 2003, she joined the Special 
Pathogens Program at the NaƟonal Microbiology Laboratory at the Public Health 
Agency of Canada to start studying the most deadly viruses, such as Ebola/
Marburg/Lassa, in the only level 4 (highest containment level) laboratory in Cana‐
da.  Her primary field is immunology with research emphasis on vaccine develop‐
ment, post‐exposure therapeuƟcs and rapid diagnosƟc of haemorrhagic viruses. As 
a member of WHO expert team, she and her colleagues provided advises/technical 
support for biosafety in 2008 Beijing Olympics, 2010 Shanghai Expo, 2010 Asian 
games in Guangzhou, 2010 winter Olympics in Vancouver and G8/G20 in Toronto, 
Canada. Her group has first demonstrated that mAbs completely protect nonhu‐
man primates from Ebola virus infecƟon in the filovirus field. Moreover, she and 
colleagues have developed ZMapp which has been compassionately used in several 
Ebola infected paƟents and showed very promising outcomes. Currently, Dr. Qiu 
heads Serology DiagnosƟcs Unit in Special Pathogens Program of NaƟonal Microbi‐
ology Laboratory, Public Health Agency of Canada. 
 

Ian MacLachlan, PhD 

Dr. MacLachlan has served as Tekmira's ExecuƟve Vice President and Chief Tech‐
nical Officer since May 2008, when Dr. MacLachlan joined Tekmira in connecƟon 
with the closing of the business combinaƟon between Tekmira and ProƟva. Dr. 
MacLachlan was a co‐founder of ProƟva in 2000 and led ProƟva's R&D program 
since the company's incepƟon. A graduate of the University of Alberta, where he 
received both his B.Sc. and Ph.D. in Biochemistry, Dr. MacLachlan spent two years 
at the Vienna Bio‐Center where some of the first experiments in systemic gene 
delivery were performed. Following this, Dr. MacLachlan conducted postdoctoral 
research at the Howard Hughes Medical InsƟtute at the University of Michigan in 
the laboratory of Dr. Gary Nabel, a pioneer in the development of DNA‐based ther‐
apeuƟcs. AcƟve in molecular therapeuƟcs for more than a decade, he co‐founded 
ProƟva aŌer five years leading the development of the gene transfer technology at 
Inex PharmaceuƟcals. Dr. MacLachlan has been an invited speaker on nucleic acid 
delivery at the NaƟonal InsƟtutes of Health, the NaƟonal Cancer InsƟtute, numer‐
ous academic insƟtuƟons and most major scienƟfic meeƟngs dealing with molecu‐
lar therapy. He is a member of the New York Academy of Sciences, the Oligonucle‐
oƟde TherapeuƟcs Society and the American Society of Gene Therapy and serves 
on the Editorial Board of the journals Molecular Therapy and OligonucleoƟdes. 
 
 




